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RVFR is a group of likeminded Rotarians who enjoy participating in recreational pursuits including caravanning, motor-
homing, and 4WD driving.  

 
 

PRESIDENTS REPORT 
 
 

A warm welcome to our new members who have joined,  I'm sure it is a decision you won't regret. 
 
Thank you to the zones for your reports.   I'd definitely sounds like a good time has been had by all.   I think it's 
important to acknowledge the work of those who have been involved in the  organisation of these events,  I'm sure it 
was greatly appreciated by those attending.  
 
Have you registered to attend the 2026 AGM & National Muster?  Colin has all the steps you need to take later in the 
newsletter.  It would be great to see you there. 
 
At our recent Board meeting we passed the updated Muster Checklist and information documents.  These will have a 
permanent spot on our website for easy access as required.   Further discussions were also had about the website 
update, a subcommittee has been created to help achieve this as soon as we can. 
 
In closing I think we are all hopeful that the current fuel situation will improve sooner rather than later and we can all 
enjoy our travels.   
 
I hope you enjoy reading the newsletter, 
Happy and safe travels, 
 
Helen Marshall  
President  
RVFR Australia  
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New Members 
Date Surname
14/03/26 Cahill

 

Member Behind the Badge
 
This section is to get an insight in to the members of RVFR “a get to know you basis”  
We would welcome members to submit a precise of themselves and why they joined RVFR and or Rotary. 
Please submit to overlander editor your 
 
Robert Meyer was born in Rotterdam Holland in 
1947 He and his family embarked on a 5
journey by boat arriving in Melbourne in 1954.
 
In 1956 the family moved to Hornsby NSW where 
he grew up attending Waitara Public School, where 
in 5th Class he first laid eyes on his
knowing then that later they would marry and be 
best friends forever. 
 
Attending the inaugural class of Asquith Boys High 
School in 1959 Robert completed the 
intermediate certificate and found an apprenticeship 
in Electrical, attending Gore Hill Tafe College in 
North Sydney and qualified for his Electrical 
Licence in 1965. 
 
It was in 1966 Robert said goodbye to Wendy as he 
with his family decided to move 
back permanently to Holland. 
 
Robert worked there as an Electrician then applied 
for an experience that would change his future 
direction. He took a job as an encyclopaedia 
salesman, selling to the American Soldiers in 
Germany. Soon he was group leader
commissions from the other salesmen, but after 18 
months the family had enough and decided that 
Australia was the best place in the world.
 
Returning back in 1968 Robert met with all his old 
friends and a school friend (a mechanic) and they 
decided to rebuild a FE Holden Panel van, then build 
an enclosed trailer. Later that year the two set off to 
work their way around Australia expecting to be 
away for at least 18 months. 
 
After 3 months on the road Wendy and Robert’s co
drivers girlfriend flew into Melbourne to meet with 

Membership 
Surname First Name Zone
Cahill John & Denise Western

the Badge - Robert Meyer 

to get an insight in to the members of RVFR “a get to know you basis”   
would welcome members to submit a precise of themselves and why they joined RVFR and or Rotary. 

Please submit to overlander editor your "behind the badge" article.  overlander@rvfr-aus.org.au

Meyer was born in Rotterdam Holland in 
1947 He and his family embarked on a 5-week 

boat arriving in Melbourne in 1954. 

family moved to Hornsby NSW where 
he grew up attending Waitara Public School, where 
in 5th Class he first laid eyes on his Wendy not 
knowing then that later they would marry and be 

Attending the inaugural class of Asquith Boys High 
chool in 1959 Robert completed the 

apprenticeship 
in Electrical, attending Gore Hill Tafe College in 
North Sydney and qualified for his Electrical 

It was in 1966 Robert said goodbye to Wendy as he 
h his family decided to move 

Robert worked there as an Electrician then applied 
for an experience that would change his future 

encyclopaedia 
salesman, selling to the American Soldiers in 

Soon he was group leader receiving 
commissions from the other salesmen, but after 18 

decided that 
Australia was the best place in the world. 

Returning back in 1968 Robert met with all his old 
a mechanic) and they 

decided to rebuild a FE Holden Panel van, then build 
Later that year the two set off to 

work their way around Australia expecting to be 

After 3 months on the road Wendy and Robert’s co-
drivers girlfriend flew into Melbourne to meet with 

the fellows, that of course grew in to “absence 
makes the heart grow founder”
decision was unanimous and Rob and his mate 
decided the quickest way back to the girls was not to 
work anymore, hence the rest o
another 3 months to complete. 
 
Back to reality in 1969 and Robert ask Wendy to 
marry him and the date was set.
not being able to afford the house prices in Hornsby 
Robert and Wendy moved to Umina Be
where they bought a block of land and built a 
garage, whilst building the house in front. They 
moved into the house 2 years later just before their 
first child Damien was born. 
 
As there was so much success in 
selling Encyclopaedias in Germany 
electrical job meant travelling from the Central 
Coast to and from Sydney every day, Rob 
remembering his success in Germany through 
selling realised that there was more money to be 
made by selling than by physically working with just 
two hands and decided a job in selling was the way 
of the future and landed a job with AMP selling life 
Insurance door to door. 
 
On the way to increasing their portfolio and
size they built again on St Huberts Island moving 
there in 1979 where their second
born a couple of months after they moved in.
 
Then a great block came up at Empire Bay a great 
place to bring up kids and the third house was built 
whilst buying a better block in the Bay and the 4th 
house this time the dream house was on 
board. 
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would welcome members to submit a precise of themselves and why they joined RVFR and or Rotary. 

aus.org.au 

the fellows, that of course grew in to “absence 
makes the heart grow founder” scenario, the 
decision was unanimous and Rob and his mate 
decided the quickest way back to the girls was not to 

hence the rest of the trip only took 

Back to reality in 1969 and Robert ask Wendy to 
marry him and the date was set. Married in 1972 and 
not being able to afford the house prices in Hornsby 
Robert and Wendy moved to Umina Beach in 1974 
where they bought a block of land and built a 
garage, whilst building the house in front. They 
moved into the house 2 years later just before their 

As there was so much success in 
in Germany and the current 

electrical job meant travelling from the Central 
Coast to and from Sydney every day, Rob 
remembering his success in Germany through 
selling realised that there was more money to be 
made by selling than by physically working with just 

nds and decided a job in selling was the way 
of the future and landed a job with AMP selling life 

their portfolio and house 
size they built again on St Huberts Island moving 

where their second child Julie was 
born a couple of months after they moved in. 

Then a great block came up at Empire Bay a great 
place to bring up kids and the third house was built 
whilst buying a better block in the Bay and the 4th 
house this time the dream house was on the drawing 



 

 
 

Moving into the dream home came in 1983 and Rob 
was invited to join Rotary Club of Umina Beach in 
1984, where he served on several positions on the 
Board, including President in 1994 and again in 
2012, two years later he took on the pos
Youth Director a position he still holds in 2026. He 
was awarded PHF 2000 and a sapphire in 2012 and 
another sapphire pin in 2019. There are 3 Rotary 
Clubs within a 5 km radius and his club continues to 
provide a greater choice to the community fo
prospective members by remaining a male only 
club.   
 
After a very successful stint in Life Insurance in 
1994 Robert changed tact from life Insurance to 
General Insurance and later started an underwriting 
agency writing a specialised policy for Carav
Parks throughout Australia, building from zero to 
1400 parks in 5 years. He went on to sell the 
portfolio to Wesfarmers in 2008 and then after 2 
years retired. 
 
Rob joined Eastern Zone RVFR in 2009 at a muster 
in Gloucester with a motorhome that he purc
before retiring as a retirement present (being self
employed meant buying your own farewell 
present) hence the name of the motorhome was Gold 
Watch and yes, it was painted gold. 
 
Robert has been on many positions on the National 
and Eastern Zone Boards and since 2014 has held 
the position of National Membership Officer.
 

 

  

Moving into the dream home came in 1983 and Rob 
Umina Beach in 

1984, where he served on several positions on the 
Board, including President in 1994 and again in 
2012, two years later he took on the position of 
Youth Director a position he still holds in 2026. He 

sapphire in 2012 and 
another sapphire pin in 2019. There are 3 Rotary 
Clubs within a 5 km radius and his club continues to 
provide a greater choice to the community for any 

remaining a male only 

After a very successful stint in Life Insurance in 
1994 Robert changed tact from life Insurance to 

started an underwriting 
specialised policy for Caravan 
Australia, building from zero to 

1400 parks in 5 years. He went on to sell the 
in 2008 and then after 2 

Rob joined Eastern Zone RVFR in 2009 at a muster 
with a motorhome that he purchased 

retirement present (being self-
buying your own farewell 

hence the name of the motorhome was Gold 

Robert has been on many positions on the National 
ds and since 2014 has held 

the position of National Membership Officer. 

In 2012, with all the kids left home, planning
for the next phase of their life again as usual with 
Wendy by his side they looked for a location that 
would suit their future which meant looking for the 
right block with an old house to demolish, where 
they could build what one could call a retirement 
home, no steps, little maintenance and wheelchair 
distance from doctors, shops and train stations, and 
could keep all the big toys. 
 
In 2014 the big gold watch Motorhome was sold, 
and a more fuel efficient, moderate next Motorhome 
was purchased, a Jayco optimum built on a fiat Al
Co chassis, along with a manual Suzuki all
drive SX4 which was just perfect for the current 
situation. 
 
During Covid with little to do but lots of imagination 
it was decided an upgrade on our RV situation, a car 
with all the latest technology was a consideration to 
be put into the mix, the decision was made easy 
when we calculated the savings to go back t
caravanning, so the custom design caravan and VW 
Touareg tow car was purchased.  
 
In 2026 securely settled into the wheelchair friendly 
custom-built house, the technologically advanced 
car, the financial adviser is content, and the 
involvement with Rotary over the past 38 years has 
been one of the best decisions made as more is 
received than given, lifelong friendships are 
priceless. Club President 26-27 has been accepted 
for the third time but this time with a twist.
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In 2012, with all the kids left home, planning began 
for the next phase of their life again as usual with 
Wendy by his side they looked for a location that 

ch meant looking for the 
right block with an old house to demolish, where 
they could build what one could call a retirement 

maintenance and wheelchair 
distance from doctors, shops and train stations, and 

In 2014 the big gold watch Motorhome was sold, 
and a more fuel efficient, moderate next Motorhome 

optimum built on a fiat Al-
Co chassis, along with a manual Suzuki all-wheel 
drive SX4 which was just perfect for the current 

During Covid with little to do but lots of imagination 
it was decided an upgrade on our RV situation, a car 
with all the latest technology was a consideration to 
be put into the mix, the decision was made easy 
when we calculated the savings to go back to 
caravanning, so the custom design caravan and VW 
Touareg tow car was purchased.   

In 2026 securely settled into the wheelchair friendly 
built house, the technologically advanced 

car, the financial adviser is content, and the 
ry over the past 38 years has 

been one of the best decisions made as more is 
received than given, lifelong friendships are 

27 has been accepted 
for the third time but this time with a twist. 



 

 
 

(See Website for full reports and photos)
 

Eastern Zone - Graham Cox 
 
Our first Muster for the year was held at Tamworth 
Country Music Festival. Some 10 couples attended 
from our zone along with 2 couples from 
Zone and Southern Zone had 2 couples. They 
enjoyed the week of music and entertainment. The 
Austin Caravan Park was home base for our 
members to explore venues around Tamworth City. 
The first week was more relaxed with a free concert 
held at the park to commence the 2 weeks of 
Country Music. A Sausage sizzle was held and a 
gold coin donation run by the local Lions Club 
members. Nundell was also a popular town to visit 
by some of our members. They enjoyed the cuisine 
of the Local Hotel. By all reports a very enjoyable 
week was had by those attending. Sawtell was our 
2nd Muster of the year, our Boss Drovers Brian and 
Liz Chapman didn’t expect 17 couples from our 
Eastern Zone to attend. However, it’s a little 
picturesque town, huge trees are the centre
attraction of the main street with shops and coffee 
houses sprawled the length of the shopping centre. 
Being just a short walk from the Caravan park, 
coffee became popular each morning along with the 
huge selection of cakes and slices. Some belt sizes 
had to be adjusted towards the end of the week. 
Caravan Park is a huge park catering for Caravans, 
tents and cabins spread throughout the park. We 
enjoyed watching croquet everyday rain, hail or 
shine. The swimming pool is at the entrance to the 
park along with the Bowling Club, which is just a 
short stroll down the street. Happy hour each day 
was held under the canopy of the trees overlooking 
the lagoon. It was such a beautiful, memorable spot. 
It’s a muster with a difference. Nothing is organized 
until the night before and it works. Some of the 
highlights of the week included a visit to the Sikh 
Temple in Woolgoolga. It was a very special place, 
and we were made to feel very welcome. Everyone 
had to wear a head covering and we removed our 
shoes. We were served a traditional Sikh lunch and 
a tour of the temple. Members gave a small 
donation. Our members also attended the National 
Cartoon Gallery and lunch at the Golf Club. On 
Valentine's Day we went to lunch at Donavans 
Restaurant at Park Beach Surf Club overlo
Beach. Sawtell also has a cozy old style movie 
theatre, so some went to a movie afternoon 

 
MUSTER REPORTS 

(See Website for full reports and photos) 

Our first Muster for the year was held at Tamworth 
Country Music Festival. Some 10 couples attended 
from our zone along with 2 couples from Northern 
Zone and Southern Zone had 2 couples. They 
enjoyed the week of music and entertainment. The 
Austin Caravan Park was home base for our 
members to explore venues around Tamworth City. 
The first week was more relaxed with a free concert 

ark to commence the 2 weeks of 
Country Music. A Sausage sizzle was held and a 
gold coin donation run by the local Lions Club 
members. Nundell was also a popular town to visit 
by some of our members. They enjoyed the cuisine 

ts a very enjoyable 
week was had by those attending. Sawtell was our 
2nd Muster of the year, our Boss Drovers Brian and 
Liz Chapman didn’t expect 17 couples from our 
Eastern Zone to attend. However, it’s a little 
picturesque town, huge trees are the centre 
attraction of the main street with shops and coffee 
houses sprawled the length of the shopping centre. 
Being just a short walk from the Caravan park, 
coffee became popular each morning along with the 
huge selection of cakes and slices. Some belt sizes 

to be adjusted towards the end of the week. 
Caravan Park is a huge park catering for Caravans, 
tents and cabins spread throughout the park. We 
enjoyed watching croquet everyday rain, hail or 
shine. The swimming pool is at the entrance to the 

th the Bowling Club, which is just a 
short stroll down the street. Happy hour each day 
was held under the canopy of the trees overlooking 
the lagoon. It was such a beautiful, memorable spot. 
It’s a muster with a difference. Nothing is organized 

ight before and it works. Some of the 
highlights of the week included a visit to the Sikh 
Temple in Woolgoolga. It was a very special place, 
and we were made to feel very welcome. Everyone 
had to wear a head covering and we removed our 

d a traditional Sikh lunch and 
a tour of the temple. Members gave a small 
donation. Our members also attended the National 
Cartoon Gallery and lunch at the Golf Club. On 
Valentine's Day we went to lunch at Donavans 
Restaurant at Park Beach Surf Club overlooking the 
Beach. Sawtell also has a cozy old style movie 
theatre, so some went to a movie afternoon 

featuring Song Sung Blue, a great movie enjoyed 
by those who attended. Dinner at the RSL Club one 
night with everybody joining in. Train Dominos 
were organized by the Leggetts and guess who 
won? The Leggetts. Our final get together was a 
Barbeque in the Park to use all the food that hadn’t 
been eaten and made up for a good get together of 
friendship and fellowship. It was good to have the 
Irvines, Boags, Coddingtons, John Saunders and 
Jenny Peters, Ray and Liz Clayton who live in the 
area. We enjoyed the full week of activities and 
relaxation. Also, at our Christmas Muster we 
Donated $2000-00 to the Flying Doctor service of 
which they were extremely grateful. 
Beechworth has been postponed until 2027. The 
date is from 27/4/27 till 6/5/27. Due to the fuel 
situation. 

 
Northern Zone - Robyn Schneidewin
 
Northern Zone started our year with a fabulous 
muster to Bargara and Childers organised by Jill and
John Henderson. 
This highlight of our time in Bargara was a visit to 
view the turtle hatching at Mon Repos.  We were 
fortunate to have 44 hatchlings emerge from the nest 
we viewed.  The turtles are very carefully guided 
from the nest to the water by aid o
are so tiny it is hard to believe that any of them 
survive.  The survival rate is one is one thousand.
Other activities included a visit to the Bundaberg 
Rum Distillery, Kalki Moon Gin and Rum Distillery, 
Hinkler Hall of Aviation, Fair
Museum, lunch at Grunske’s Seafood Restaurant 
and a river cruise on the Bundy Belle.
We moved onto Childers where we stayed at a 
fantastic little park with campfire (a bit hot in 
February).  In Childers we visited the Paragon 
Theatre and Pharmaceutical Museum, followed by a 
visit to the Childers Backpacker memorial.  This 
remembers the 15 backpackers who lost their lives 
in a deliberately lit fire in 2000.
This was a muster filled with fun, food and great 
fellowship.  This is a great area
and explore if you come to Queensland on your 
travels. 
Our next muster followed quickly after with a stay at 
Pomona Showgrounds where we explored the 
Pomona/Cooroy area.  The Cooroy Woodworkers 
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featuring Song Sung Blue, a great movie enjoyed 
by those who attended. Dinner at the RSL Club one 
night with everybody joining in. Train Dominos 

zed by the Leggetts and guess who 
won? The Leggetts. Our final get together was a 
Barbeque in the Park to use all the food that hadn’t 
been eaten and made up for a good get together of 
friendship and fellowship. It was good to have the 

ingtons, John Saunders and 
Jenny Peters, Ray and Liz Clayton who live in the 
area. We enjoyed the full week of activities and 
relaxation. Also, at our Christmas Muster we 

00 to the Flying Doctor service of 
which they were extremely grateful. Our Muster to 
Beechworth has been postponed until 2027. The 
date is from 27/4/27 till 6/5/27. Due to the fuel 

Robyn Schneidewin 

Northern Zone started our year with a fabulous 
muster to Bargara and Childers organised by Jill and 

This highlight of our time in Bargara was a visit to 
view the turtle hatching at Mon Repos.  We were 
fortunate to have 44 hatchlings emerge from the nest 
we viewed.  The turtles are very carefully guided 
from the nest to the water by aid of torch light.  They 
are so tiny it is hard to believe that any of them 
survive.  The survival rate is one is one thousand. 
Other activities included a visit to the Bundaberg 
Rum Distillery, Kalki Moon Gin and Rum Distillery, 
Hinkler Hall of Aviation, Fairymead House, Sugar 
Museum, lunch at Grunske’s Seafood Restaurant 
and a river cruise on the Bundy Belle. 
We moved onto Childers where we stayed at a 
fantastic little park with campfire (a bit hot in 
February).  In Childers we visited the Paragon 

Pharmaceutical Museum, followed by a 
visit to the Childers Backpacker memorial.  This 
remembers the 15 backpackers who lost their lives 
in a deliberately lit fire in 2000. 
This was a muster filled with fun, food and great 
fellowship.  This is a great area to spend a few days 
and explore if you come to Queensland on your 

Our next muster followed quickly after with a stay at 
Pomona Showgrounds where we explored the 
Pomona/Cooroy area.  The Cooroy Woodworkers 
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showed us their operation and it was very 
impressive.   
Pomona Gin Distillery hosted us for a tasting and 
lunch.  No visit to Pomona is complete without 
enjoying a silent movie with live music provided by 
the organist.  This is a fun outing. 
A new game called Mexican Train Dominoes was 
trialled and enjoyed by all.   
Until next time, travel safely. 
 
Western Zone - Greg Thurston - no report 
  
During the quarter we had just the one Muster to 
Albany in the South West.  
Muster Boss, Greg Thurston and Ros Marshall; John 
and Hilary Thrave; Ian and Jan Hutton; Peter and 
Morgan Schulz along with Colin and Valerie 
Thorniley escaped the scorching early Autumn heat 
in Perth by driving to the more temperate climate of 
the south coast for the first muster of the year.  
The first activity was on Friday afternoon which was 
a guided walk & talk at Middleton Beach by the 
Menang custodians. Several elders explained some 
of the history of the Menang/Kinjarling people who 
lived in the Albany area before white settlement in 
1826. Their homelands, including the Stirling Range 
and the Porongurups, extended along the coastal 
regions to Esperance and inland to Gnowargerup.  
As we walked along the boardwalk, an amazing and 
invisible speaker system spoke the names of 
traditional ancestors who inhabited the area at the 
time.  At the rest point, a talented group sang songs 
of their forebears. 
We all gathered for welcome drinks at the Tasman 
Caravan Park, before driving to the ANZAC Peace 
Park overlooking the Harbour to witness the “First 
Lights Kinjarling”, a very impressive drone show.   
Saturday morning, we drove into Albany for coffee 
at Frederick’s Café, but their milk steamer was not 
working so we crossed the intersection and enjoyed 
hot milky coffees at the Cosi’s Café. From there we 
drove to the Regional Wildflower Garden and the 
Australian Wildlife Park. We saw various animals 
and birds that weren’t hiding or asleep and learned 
that the white kangaroos are really red kangaroos 
with a recessive gene that reduces all pigmentation 
in skin and hair. So … they are in fact not albino! 
This excursion was followed by a lovely lunch on 
the verandah of the old Whaling Station.                                 
After lunch, musterers had the choice of visiting 
attractions like The Gap, Natural Bridge, Bald Head 

Walk and the Wind Farm or having a leisurely 
afternoon.  Happy Hour and dinner (delicious Indian 
takeaway from the local restaurant) were enjoyed in 
the camp kitchen to end a lovely day. 
Sunday morning coffee, breakfast or cake was again 
at Cosi’s after which we drove to a Community 
Centre to hear an eloquent and interesting 
presentation from the local people about their early 
lives.  Later, lunch was at a venue of your own 
choice.  
In the afternoon we visited a traditional fishing spot 
on the Kalgan River where ancient, indigenous 
hunters had built stone ‘weirs’ to trap the bigger fish 
in small ponds at low tide, allowing the smaller fish 
to escape through gaps in the stone walls.  Thanks to 
Greg’s daughter, Carly, who showed us this 2,000-
year-old hunting technique.  On our return journey, 
we drove through a Chainsaw Sculpture Park in 
Walmsley, craning our necks to see all of the 
amazing carvings by Albany artist Darrel Radcliffe. 
Highly recommended if anyone hasn’t seen it. 
 Pot luck dinner was another delicious feast finishing 
off with a fabulous pavlova and/or fresh fruit salad, 
ice cream and thick cream (yummo), thanks to 
Hilary and Morgan.   
A wonderful, balmy night concluded yet another 
very enjoyable and interesting muster.   
Thank you so much for organizing it, Greg. 
 

Southern Zone - Graeme Squires 
 
Past Musters Cowes, Philip Island February 12th to 
15th Congratulations are extended to Carron, Mary, 
Terry, and Alwyn for their exceptional efforts in 
organizing and delivering another outstanding 
RVFR Southern Zone muster at Cowes. Their 
dedication resulted in a memorable experience for 
all involved. The event saw the participation of 
forty-three members, each of whom enjoyed a 
thoughtfully curated and engaging program. The 
itinerary included visits to local attractions such as 
The Philip Island Nature Park and the Vietnam 
Veterans Museum, offering both educational and 
enjoyable experiences. A particularly memorable 
moment was the twilight Wildlife Coast cruise, 
which provided participants with a unique 
perspective of the local coastline and its wildlife. 
Additionally, a visit to the inspiring 3D Hands 
facility, operated by local resident Matt Bowtell, left 
a lasting impression on the group, highlighting the 
positive impact of community initiatives. Upcoming 
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SZ Musters • Mansfield: May 13th to 17th • Benalla: 
November 18th to 22nd (Includes Election AGM) 
Membership Sadly, over the past 12 months, we 
have farewelled several valued members who were 
called to higher service. Their fellowship and 
contributions to our Zone is deeply appreciated, and 
their absence will be felt by all. Let Us Remember: • 
Beverlea Blackley • Phillip Lethbridge • Dick van 
Leeuwen • John Thompson • Merle Watson 
Retirements We also wish to extend our sincere best 
wishes to David and Judy Tulloch as they retire from 
membership after 22 years of dedicated 
involvement. Their significant contributions include 
the organisation of five musters, and their 

commitment to the RVFR-SZ community is greatly 
appreciated. New Members we are pleased to 
welcome our newest members, John and Carolyn 
Harkin and Rob and Glenys Rosaia. Both couples 
have already shown great enthusiasm through their 
participation in recent musters and zone activities. 
2026 National Muster (WA) As of now, eleven 
members from the Southern Zone have registered to 
attend the 2026 National Muster in Western 
Australia. This number is noticeably lower than the 
level of interest expressed at our musters in 2025. 
 
 

 

  



 

 
 

 

National Muster & AGM
2nd to 10th

South West of Western Australia

TO ALL MEMBERS OF RVFR AUSTRALIA

We look forward to welcoming you in Western 
November to 10th November 2026. We are doing things a little differently in that our Muster will take 
place at two venues. It is being held in the magnificent South West of Western Australia in Brunswick 
near Bunbury – and Manjimup in the big timber country.

See Website for some suggestions to help you make the most of your trip across the Nullabor and 
around the southern part of our state. We hope you will ma
time since you have been West, you will

In addition, we have given you the outline
we would appreciate an indication of
form, however we will ask for your commitment
have final costings. 

RIGHT NOW, we would ask that you 

1. Complete the Registration Form and

2. Pay your registration fee of $60 per head direct into our account detailed on the Registration 
Form. Note that this registration fee 
power at Brunswick Showgrounds, the welcome BBQ and a breakfast at Brunswick before 
heading down to Fonty’s Pool near Manjimup

3. Get on the phone to Fonty’s Pool Caravan Park (08) 9771 2105 and book your site
- in 6th November and out 10th November
night for seniors and $42 for non seniors. Please do this as soon as you can as
all their sites for us until 30th November
very popular place to stay. Please

All the Western Zone members are looking forward to meeting you and helping you feel relaxed and 
welcome.   See you in the West. 

Colin Thorniley 
Zone Chair 

  

 

RVFR Aus inc 
National Muster & AGM 

2nd to 10th November 2026 
South West of Western Australia 

 
AUSTRALIA 

We look forward to welcoming you in Western Australia for our 2026 National AGM Muster from 2nd 
November to 10th November 2026. We are doing things a little differently in that our Muster will take 
place at two venues. It is being held in the magnificent South West of Western Australia in Brunswick 

and Manjimup in the big timber country. 

some suggestions to help you make the most of your trip across the Nullabor and 
around the southern part of our state. We hope you will make use of the suggestions as, if

will find a lot of exciting and interesting things to see and do.

outline of the program. The items in red will be 
of your intention to attend any or all of them on
commitment to attend some or all of them early next

 decide to join us for the 2026 National AGM Muster

and forward it to colinjt43@bigpond.com. 

Pay your registration fee of $60 per head direct into our account detailed on the Registration 
Form. Note that this registration fee includes 4 nights camping accommodation including 
power at Brunswick Showgrounds, the welcome BBQ and a breakfast at Brunswick before 
heading down to Fonty’s Pool near Manjimup 

Get on the phone to Fonty’s Pool Caravan Park (08) 9771 2105 and book your site for the
November 2026. The cost for a powered site will 

night for seniors and $42 for non seniors. Please do this as soon as you can as the park
November 2025. Fonty’s Pool is a lovely environment

Please don’t miss out. 

All the Western Zone members are looking forward to meeting you and helping you feel relaxed and 
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Australia for our 2026 National AGM Muster from 2nd 
November to 10th November 2026. We are doing things a little differently in that our Muster will take 
place at two venues. It is being held in the magnificent South West of Western Australia in Brunswick – 

some suggestions to help you make the most of your trip across the Nullabor and 
ke use of the suggestions as, if it is a long 

see and do. 

 an extra cost and 
on the registration 

early next year when we 

Muster and: 

Pay your registration fee of $60 per head direct into our account detailed on the Registration 
includes 4 nights camping accommodation including 

power at Brunswick Showgrounds, the welcome BBQ and a breakfast at Brunswick before 

for the period 
will be $38 per 
park is holding 

environment and a 

All the Western Zone members are looking forward to meeting you and helping you feel relaxed and 



 

 
 

 

What’s new on the RVFR Website?

The new “Guide to a Successful Muster” document is now available on the website after it’s approval by the 
National Committee at their March meeting.
 
The package includes the guide document along with a 
drovers’ running musters. These are useful for both new drovers and the more experienced who may want to 
refresh their knowledge on the tasks required especially around the insurance and attendance recor
requirements. 
 
On the website is the new Insurance Operating Procedure that details all the arrangements relating to the RVFR 
insurance cover that we have through Rotary Zone 8.  The operating procedure details the responsibilities of the 
National Committee, Zone Chairs and the members responsible for running musters. 
 
Also included on the same page is a Caravanning Risk Assessment document that has been compiled by Rob 
Main from Northern Zone. The document provides some guidance around managing risks
both within the RVFR setting and in general.
 
All the above info is available on the Documents & Forms
you haven’t looked at the website recently take a few minutes and have look 
including the list of all the 2026 musters for the four Zones. You never know you may find an interesting muster 
in another Zone that you might like to attend while you are away travelling.
   
If you are having difficulty accessing the website, please talk to your Zone Chairperson or email the RVFR 
Webmaster on webmaster@rfvr-aus.org.au

  

 
 

What’s new on the RVFR Website? 
 

The new “Guide to a Successful Muster” document is now available on the website after it’s approval by the 
National Committee at their March meeting. 

The package includes the guide document along with a Muster Checklist and associated forms for use by the 
drovers’ running musters. These are useful for both new drovers and the more experienced who may want to 
refresh their knowledge on the tasks required especially around the insurance and attendance recor

On the website is the new Insurance Operating Procedure that details all the arrangements relating to the RVFR 
insurance cover that we have through Rotary Zone 8.  The operating procedure details the responsibilities of the 

mittee, Zone Chairs and the members responsible for running musters.  

Also included on the same page is a Caravanning Risk Assessment document that has been compiled by Rob 
Main from Northern Zone. The document provides some guidance around managing risks relating to caravanning 
both within the RVFR setting and in general. 

Documents & Forms page in the members only section of the website. If 
you haven’t looked at the website recently take a few minutes and have look at the information that is available, 
including the list of all the 2026 musters for the four Zones. You never know you may find an interesting muster 
in another Zone that you might like to attend while you are away travelling. 

lty accessing the website, please talk to your Zone Chairperson or email the RVFR 
aus.org.au for assistance. 
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The new “Guide to a Successful Muster” document is now available on the website after it’s approval by the 

Muster Checklist and associated forms for use by the 
drovers’ running musters. These are useful for both new drovers and the more experienced who may want to 
refresh their knowledge on the tasks required especially around the insurance and attendance recording 

On the website is the new Insurance Operating Procedure that details all the arrangements relating to the RVFR 
insurance cover that we have through Rotary Zone 8.  The operating procedure details the responsibilities of the 

Also included on the same page is a Caravanning Risk Assessment document that has been compiled by Rob 
relating to caravanning 

page in the members only section of the website. If 
at the information that is available, 

including the list of all the 2026 musters for the four Zones. You never know you may find an interesting muster 

lty accessing the website, please talk to your Zone Chairperson or email the RVFR 



 

 
 

 
Upcoming Zone Musters for 202

 
Zone Location 

 
Eastern 

 
 Beechworth travelling muster from 

Gundagai to Beechworth, down the 
scenic 316km Snowy Valley 
Way staying at Tumut and Colac 
Colac on the way before 4 days in 
Beechworth - Postponed till next 
2027 

  Stockton 
  Coonamble Rodeo 
  Rolling Muster to WA 

 AGM Western Australia
  Zone AGM Bathurst 
  
  
Southern  Mansfield 
  Western Zone (National)
  Benalla 
  
 
Western 

 
 Dongara 
 National Muster - Fonty's Pool

  
Northern  
  Yamba 
  Celtic Festival Glen Innes
  Crow's Nest 

 Main Beach Gold Coast
 Progressive Tour (Pt 1) 

Mountains, winery tour of Southern 
NSW & Northern Vic 

 Progressive Muster (Pt 2) Western 
Plains 

 Maclean Christmas Muster
  
 
Contact your zone muster/ secretary if you are 
website for full newsletter of your zone.
Upcoming Muster Calendar - Recreational Vehicle Fellowship of Rotarians (rvfr

 
  

Upcoming Zone Musters for 2026 

 Date Drover

travelling muster from 
Gundagai to Beechworth, down the 
scenic 316km Snowy Valley 

staying at Tumut and Colac 
Colac on the way before 4 days in 

Postponed till next 

 
27/04/26 

 
Jan & Brian Plain 

11/05/26 Brian & Liz Chapman
03/06/26 John Spath 

 
AGM Western Australia 

20/09/26 
02/11/26 

John Spath  
Western Zone 

25/11/26  
  
  

13/05/26 Ian Wake/Beth Roberts
Western Zone (National) 02/11/26  

19/11/26 Coutts/Emslie/Rose
  

Fonty's Pool 

 
05/06//26 
02/11/26 

 

  
  

17/06/26  
Celtic Festival Glen Innes 29/04/26  

Main Beach Gold Coast 
Progressive Tour (Pt 1) Blue 
Mountains, winery tour of Southern 

 
Progressive Muster (Pt 2) Western 

Maclean Christmas Muster 

08/07/26 
08/08/26 
10/09/26 

 
 

17/09/26 
 

18/11/026 

 

  

Contact your zone muster/ secretary if you are interested in any of the zone musters. And check 
website for full newsletter of your zone. 

Recreational Vehicle Fellowship of Rotarians (rvfr-aus.org.au)

9 | P a g e  

Drover 

Chapman 

Ian Wake/Beth Roberts 

Coutts/Emslie/Rose 

interested in any of the zone musters. And check 

aus.org.au) 



 

 
 

 
NATIONAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS

 
President  Helen Marshall

Vice-President Terry Williams

Secretary Neil Baldwin

Treasurer (& Public Officer) John Spath 

Membership Officer Rob Meyer 

Overlander Editor Cheryl Swan

Webmaster Stan Hendy 

Promotions Officer Judy van der Vlugt

Immediate past President Lindsay Florence

Chair Northern Zone  Chris Hopkins

Chair Eastern Zone Graham Cox

Chair Southern Zone  Graeme Squires

Chair Western Zone Colin Thorniley

 

ZONE COMMITTEES 202
 

NORTHERN ZONE 
CHAIRMAN  Chris Hopkins  

SECRETARY  Neil Maxwell  

TREASURER  Mark Burnham  

NEWSLETTER EDITOR  Robyn Schneidewin 

  
  

EASTERN ZONE 

CHAIRMAN  Graham Cox

VICE CHAIRMAN Graeme Costin

SECRETARY Brian Plain 

TREASURER John Spath  

MUSTER COORDINATOR Bill Humphries

MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Rob Meyer 

WELFARE OFFICER Patricia Cox 
EQUIPMENT OFFICER Graeme Costin
 

  

NATIONAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2025-202

Helen Marshall president@rvfr-aus.org.au 

Terry Williams vicepresident@rvfr-aus.org.au  

Neil Baldwin secretary@rvfr-aus.org.au  

treasurer@rvfr-aus.org.au 

membership@rvfr-aus.org.au 

Cheryl Swan overlander@rvfr-aus.org.au  

 webmaster@rvfr-aus.org.au 

Judy van der Vlugt promotions@rvfr-aus.org.au 

Lindsay Florence pastpresident@rvfr-aus.org.au 

Chris Hopkins  nzchair@rvfr-aus.org.au  

Graham Cox  ezchair@rvfr-aus.org.au  

Graeme Squires szchair@rvfr-aus.org.au  

Colin Thorniley wzchair@rvfr-aus.org.au 

 
ZONE COMMITTEES 2025-2026

 SOUTHERN ZONE
 CHAIRMAN  Graeme Squires

 VICE CHAIRMAN  Ross Chudleigh

  SECRETARY Alan Kamerling

Robyn Schneidewin   TREASURER  Catrynes Van Der Vlugt 

 NEWSLETTER EDITOR Lyn Bunce

 ALMONER Bronwyn Mepstead

 WESTERN ZONE
Graham Cox   CHAIRMAN  Colin Thorniley
Graeme Costin  SECRETARY Colin Thorniley 

 TREASURER  Colin Thorniley

  NEWSLETTER EDITOR Greg Thurston

Bill Humphries  MUSTER COORDINATOR Michael Metcalf

   
    

Graeme Costin    

Please Note to find the committees 
email address and phone number 
Please go to the website and 
and their details will be there for 
members only
Home - Recreational Vehicle 
Fellowship of Rotarians (rvfr
aus.org.au)  
Once you have logged in (it is the 
login that was given to you when you 
joined as a member. If you have 
forgotten, members can get it from 
their Zone Exec.)
Go to TAB “Zone Pages”
Click on the zone you wish to 
contact.  
We have done this for privacy 
reasons.  
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2026 

SOUTHERN ZONE 
Graeme Squires  

Ross Chudleigh 

Alan Kamerling 

Catrynes Van Der Vlugt  

Lyn Bunce 

Bronwyn Mepstead 

WESTERN ZONE 

Colin Thorniley 
Colin Thorniley  

Colin Thorniley 

Greg Thurston 

Michael Metcalf  

Please Note to find the committees 
email address and phone number  
Please go to the website and login 
and their details will be there for 

only to see. 
Recreational Vehicle 

Fellowship of Rotarians (rvfr-
 

Once you have logged in (it is the 
login that was given to you when you 
joined as a member. If you have 
forgotten, members can get it from 

Zone Exec.) 
Go to TAB “Zone Pages” 
Click on the zone you wish to 

We have done this for privacy 
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NATIONAL 

Countrywide Embroidery and Clothing (CWE) has been our clothing supplier for over 20 years now.
 Members are to deal directly with CWE
A new order form has been developed and 

 

NATIONAL CLOTHING 
 

Countrywide Embroidery and Clothing (CWE) has been our clothing supplier for over 20 years now.
directly with CWE 

A new order form has been developed and See RVFR website for order form and payment details.
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Countrywide Embroidery and Clothing (CWE) has been our clothing supplier for over 20 years now. 

ee RVFR website for order form and payment details.  

 



 

 
 

 

NATIONAL BULLETIN ED
 
Cheryl Swan 
Email: overlander@rvfr-aus.org.au 

Mobile: 0419422558 

A big thank you to all Zones for submitting muster reports 

Please submit information that you would like to include in the Overlander to me on the 
forget members would be interested in your Club projects. If you have one to share please also email me 

1st Qtr. Jan, Feb, Mar.   
2nd Qtr. Apr, May, June   
3rd Qtr. July, Aug, Sept.   
4th Qtr. Oct, Nov, Dec.   
 
  

 
The Recreational Vehicle Fellowship of Rotarians (Aust. Inc.) is a group of Rotarians 
vehicles as an opportunity for fellowship. This fellowship operates in accordance with Rotary International policy, but is no
an agency of, or controlled by, Rotary International.”

 
NATIONAL BULLETIN EDITOR 

  
  

A big thank you to all Zones for submitting muster reports  

Please submit information that you would like to include in the Overlander to me on the above email
members would be interested in your Club projects. If you have one to share please also email me 

  1st week in Apr for publication mid Apr. 
  1st week in July for publication mid July. 
  1st week in Oct publication mid Oct.  
  1st week in Jan for publication mid Jan 

The Recreational Vehicle Fellowship of Rotarians (Aust. Inc.) is a group of Rotarians dedicated to promoting recreational 
vehicles as an opportunity for fellowship. This fellowship operates in accordance with Rotary International policy, but is no
an agency of, or controlled by, Rotary International.” 

Errors and omissions accepted
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above email and don’t 
members would be interested in your Club projects. If you have one to share please also email me  

dedicated to promoting recreational 
vehicles as an opportunity for fellowship. This fellowship operates in accordance with Rotary International policy, but is not 

Errors and omissions accepted 


